Case Studies – Are These Just Wars ?

Use Thomas Aquinas’ just war theory.

Gulf War

War fought between Iraq and allies of Kuwait, from January 16 to February 28, 1991, lasting 44 days altogether. 

Iraqi reasons for attacking Kuwait. First, Iraq had never really accepted the state of Kuwait, which it considered to be a natural part of the lands of the rivers, Euphrates and Tigris.  There were problems over the rights of underground oil resources along the border of the two countries, and Iraq claimed that Kuwait was using up resources that officially were on Iraqi side of the border.[image: image1.png]


 

The reason why the U.S. and allied forces attacked Iraq for occupying Kuwait. The most important argument for war against Iraq was that neighbouring oil producing countries feared that Saddam's Iraq could would come to them next if Iraq wasn't stopped in Kuwait.
The other main argument was far more emotional. Saddam and Iraq were presented as the evil dictatorship that had come to destroy a peaceful and militarily weak neighbour. 

On the battlefields themselves. This war was one of the most uneven battles ever fought. While the allied forces could count their losses in a few hundreds, Iraq lost around 60,000 troops. The Iraqi military was one of the strongest in the Middle East, and would have done well in a war against most European countries. But against the USA and their allies, high-technology proved to have reached a level in which conventional military forces, like Iraq's, were totally overpowered. The war lasted fairly long (considering the unevenness in power), as many as 42 days. The economic costs were set at US$82 billion. Divided among countries, this involved US$13 billion for Japan, US$22 for Kuwait, US$29 for Saudi Arabia and US$18 billion for the USA.
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The Falkland War

The Falkland’s Wra in 1982 was between Argentina and the United Kingdom over the disputed Falkland Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. The Falkland Islands consist of two large and many small islands in the South Atlantic Ocean east of Argentina, and their name and ownership have long been disputed. 

The war was triggered by the occupation of South Georgia by Argentina on 19 March 1982 followed by the occupation of the Falklands, and ended when Argentina surrendered on 14 June 1982. Britain was initially taken by surprise by the Argentine attack on the South Atlantic islands, but launched a naval task force to engage the Argentine Navy and Air Force, and retake the islands by water assault. 

After combat resulting in 258 British and 649 Argentine deaths, the British eventually prevailed and the islands remained under British control. In total 907 were killed during the 74 days of the conflict:
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Vietnam War

The Vietnam War was a war fought between 1964 and 1975 on the ground in South Vietnam and bordering areas of Cambodia and Laos, and in bombing runs over North Vietnam. Fighting on one side were the United States, the Republic of Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, and South Korea. 

Fighting on the other side was included the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the National Liberation Front, a communist-led South Vietnamese guerrilla movement.

The French had occupied this area since the 1800s. At the First Indochinese War, which lasted from the late 1940s to the mid 1950s, Communist forces beat the French and American troops in Vietnam

A pro-American named Ngo Dinh Diem came to power. He was not communist and was supported by the United States Government. The U.S. began to send large amounts of military help to Diem’s regime. This was done because the forces were needed to protect South Vietnam, to stop the spread of Chinese Communism, and to keep Diem in power.

58,148 Americans were killed and 304,000 wounded out of 2.59 million who served. The number of North Vietnamese killed was approximately 500,000 to 600,000. Casualties: 15 million.

Case Studies – Are These Just Wars ?

Use Thomas Aquinas’ just war theory.

Second World War

Two aspects to World War II, the first war in Europe and the second part with Japan. In 1939 Hitler invaded Poland with the help of the Russians, this made England and its allies go to war with Nazi Germany. In the spring of 1940, Germany captured Denmark and Norway, followed by France and the Low Countries in early summer. Italy declared war in June 1940 and the Italian Army attacked just before France surrendered.
The extent of the war increased in June 1941, when Germany invaded the Soviet Union, forcing them into an alliance with the United Kingdom.

As well as this In July of 1937, Japan launched a large-scale invasion of mainland China, beginning with the bombing of Shanghai and Guangzhou and followed by the Nanking massacre in December.

The war finally ended in 1945; in Europe, the Battle of the Bulge, a final German counter-attack in the west, failed, while Soviet forces captured Berlin in May. These losses forced Germany to surrender. The Asian theater saw American forces capturing the Japanese islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa while British forces in South East Asia managed to expel Japanese forces there. Though initially unwilling to surrender, Japan finally capitulated after the Soviet Union invaded Manchukuo and the United States dropped atomic bombs on mainland Japan.

Estimates for the total casualties of the war vary, but most suggest that some 60 million people died in the war, including about 20 million soldiers and 40 million civilian. 

Many civilians died because of disease, starvation, massacres, genocide. The Soviet Union lost around 27 million people during the war, about half of all World War II casualtiesDespite the international treaties and a resolution adopted by the League of Nations on 14 May 1938 condemning the use of toxic gas by Japan, the Imperial Japanese Army frequently used chemical weapons. Massive aerial bombing by both Axis and Allied air forces took the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians. Anglo-American bombing of German cities claimed up to 600,000 civilian lives. For the first and so far only time, nuclear weapons were used in combat: two atomic bombs released by the United States over Japan devastated Hiroshima and, three days later, Nagasaki. The number of total casualties in these bombings has been estimated to 200,000.
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Israel/Palestine Conflict

Israelis and Arabs have been fighting over Gaza on and off, for decades. It's part of the wider Arab Israeli conflict.

After World War II and the Holocaust in which six million Jewish people were killed, more Jewish people wanted their own country.

They were given a large part of Palestine, which they considered their traditional home but the Arabs who already lived there and in neighbouring countries felt that was unfair and didn't accept the new country. 

In 1948, the two sides went to war. When it ended, Gaza was controlled by Egypt and another area, the West Bank, by Jordan. They contained thousands of Palestinians who fled what was now the new Jewish home, Israel.
Israel's recognition But then, in 1967, after another war, Israel occupied these Palestinian areas and Israeli troops stayed there for years. Israelis hoped they might exchange the land they won for Arab countries recognising Israel's right to exist and an end to the fighting.

Israel finally left Gaza in 2005 but soon after, a group called Hamas won elections and took control there. Much of the world calls Hamas a terrorist organisation. It refuses to recognise Israel as a country and wants Palestinians to be able to return to their old home - and will use violence to achieve its aims.

Since then, Israel has held Gaza under a blockade, which means it controls its borders and limits who can get in and out. 

Life in Gaza Life for the many of the 1.5 million Palestinians who live in the Gaza Strip is difficult.

Israel controls its coastline and all the entry and exit crossings into Israel. There is another crossing point into Egypt. There is no working airport. Because access is so restricted, not many goods get into or out of Gaza. Food is allowed in, but aid agencies say families are not eating as much meat or fresh vegetables and fruit as they used to. There are often power cuts.

Large numbers of people are unemployed because businesses can get very few of their products out of Gaza to sell, and people don't have much money to buy things.

Palestinian refugees During the 1948 and 1967 wars hundreds of thousands of Palestinians left, or were forced out of, their homes and moved to neighbouring countries to become refugees.

More than 4.6 million Palestinians are refugees and their descendants, many living in camps in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. They get help from the United Nations.

